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Shrewfhuy Houſe of Induſizy, 234 Jar. 1797. 
Ax A GENERAL BOARD. 
Tube Rev. H. C. ADAMS, in che Chair: 


Mr. Wood having communicated his Letter, addreſſed 
to Sir William Pulteney, Bart. on the ſubject of the Bill 
for the better Support and Maintenance of the Poor: 


-- 


* 


* Reſabued unanimouſly, | | 
5 That he be requeſted to publiſh the fame. 


E Tr Her oct anonrncr ret, I 7 * 
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4 LETTER, Ge. 


SIR, | 

| As. a Repreſentative for 

this Borough in Parliament, I take the 
liberty of addreſſing to you ſome Conſider- 
ations on a meaſure in which your Con- 
ſtituents, as well as the Public at large, 
are highly intereſted, And it is with 
particular ſatisfactĩon that I lay them before 
a Man, who ſo diligently attends to, and 
ſo honeſtiy and faithfully  Executss, his 
a in the Britiſh Senate, 
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B | You 
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You, Sir, will, I am well perſuaded, give 


them a candid and impartial examination z 


and decide on the important "queſtion to 


which they advert, with ſound, unbiaſſed 
judgment, and enlightened diſeretion. It 
would ill become me unneceſſarily to take 


up any of your valuable time; I ſhall, 
therefore, without further introduction, pro- 


ceed to thoſe Obſervations on the Bill 


for the better Support and Maintenance 
of the Poor,” which have occurred to me 
on this 28 weighty RS 


The outline of this Bill is evidently 


taken from two. excellent Inſtitutions for 
the Employment of the Poor, eſtabliſhed 


on the Continent; the one at Munich, 
under the direction of Count Rumrorny 
the other at. Hamburgh, of which an ad- 
mirable account has been publiſhed by the 


worthy M. Vocar. But the fituatian of N 


the Poor in thoſe Cities is very different 


from their ſituation in this Kingdom; the 


active government of thoſe eſtabliſhments 


is placed in very different hands; and 


2 — 


41:3 3 


they are much better attended to, than can 
poſſibly be expected under the regulations 
of the preſent bill. If, indeed, a RumrorD; 
or a Vochr could be found, to execute 
the office of Manager of the Poor, in 
every Diſtrict School of Induſtry to be 

eſtabliſned throughout the whole Kingdom, 
much fewer objections would * U 
the preſent: n 3 e 109 


| The 88 grievance, 8 which "the 
public groans, and cries, aloud for redreſs, 
is, the very heavy, and continually increaſ⸗- 
ing burden, of the Parochial Taxes ; and 
the miſapplication, or,. to ſ peak more cor- 
rectly, the il application, of a great part 
of the money annually expended in the 
ſupport of the Poor. The former evil is 
the conſequence. of the latter; and will 
undoubtedly continue, until ſome 2 | 
"OOF is . e 958 


_ equal true, that this remedy 
muſt conſiſt. in the adoption, of ſome plan 
for introducing Ixus rxv AMONG THE Poo, 
and RG all that are as; to earn 

DG thts their 


11 
ww 4 
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3 own ſupport. But it is as true, chat 


ſo long as the management of the Poor is 
veſted in Annual Officers, whether they be 


denominated Overſeers, Þ Managers, or War- 


— — — 


dens of the Poor; every attempt to effect 
this important reform muſt inevitably fail 


of ſucceſs.” Their own occupations, as 1 


have. elſewhere obſerved,* afford them' not 
ſufficient leiſure for that regular attendance 
and attention, which this would require; 


and, by the time they become a little 
accuſtomed to the duties of their office, 


and acquainted with the poor placed under 


their management, their term of ſervice 
expires, and freſh men ſucceed them, ws 


labour under the uns On 
um d Pied Rz indeed, „ Mem: 


bers of Parliament, Privy Counſellors, 
Commiſſioners of the Land Tax, &c. &c.“ 


are 18 « Viſitors of the Poor.” + 


But 


* Ses wiatel 3 of de ar Houſe of 
Induſtry, 4th edit. MN Nn 


F The eleventh Clauſe of the Bill — — — 2 or the 
folio. copy printed by order of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, to which all the ſubſequent references are made. 
\ , 


we 4. 


any of the they deſcribed 1 . hows 
ever zealous à few individuals may be at 
the outſet, when they come to experience ; 
- the- difficulties; embaraſſments, and innu- 
merable difagreeable | circumſtances, that will 
infallibly attend the execution of the pre- 
ſent plan; they will very ſoon become 
diſguſted with the rubs. and obſtacles that 
will perpetually occur, grow weary of the 
employment they have accepted; and either 
neglect its duties, or reſign their office. 
Nor is it indeed requited from theſe 
4 Viſitors ' that they ſhould take up the 
labouring bar: they are only when they 
think proper to vit the Schools of In- 
duſtry, and << alter, regulate, and appoint, . 
the rate of wages and allowances,” Tad 
it may oſten ere, when thele n 


5 n 


„ «< Provided Si That Ws ſaid 3 0 
8 time to time to be appointed Viſitors by the 
faid Juſtices, and Aſenting unto. II" he rs 8 0 
n Clauſe, p. 6. 


+ Twenty-fifth Clauſe, 5 8 is, : 
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are ſpeculative, theoretical men, inexpe- 
rieneed in the practical part of the buſi. 
neſs to be carried on in theſe Schools, 


that their viſitation, ſuperintendance, and 


controul, may — in the words of a cele- 


brated Dignitary of the -Church——rendee 


ac mai e confounded.” 


6 The men, Mic upon Shih W as. 


cution of this vaſt plan muſt i 


and ultimately reſt, are the * Wardens of 


the Poor;”* and ſuch of them more 
particularly, as are appointed to have the 


care of the Schools, under the denomina- 


tion of The en, of the Schools 


of Induſtry. is 8 0 


Let us now ſtop for a - mnoandilt,” to 
conſider upon whom this mighty burden 
is impoſed ? Upon Wardens, or perſons 


choſen out of the Annual a pas: 2l 


1 r 
2 * There ſhall be RE for every Pariſh 


united by virtue of this, Act, one Perlon to be Warden 
of 


men who, in general, have their own employ- 
ments, and the maintenance of their own fa- 
milies to attend to, — Upon men, the great 
majority of vhom cannot be ſuppoſed capable 
of conducting à manufactory.— And, upon 

men who, when they enter upon office, 
are * to the poor committed to 
their care; as well as to every part of 
that buſineſs they are required to execute; 
and, before they can acquire much practi- 
cal experience, go out of office again, and 
are ſueceeded by others preciſely in the 
ſame "RY | 
' It 


of the Poor ; 5 Fm of thoſe Perſons ſhall be ap- 
pointed to the care and management of the School or 
Schools of Induſtry, and of the Poor receiving employ- 
ment, &c. and for every Pariſh not united, there ſhaſl 
alſo be appointed one Warden, or where no Warden 
appointed, then the Overſeers ſhall execute the Office. 
Clauſe Fifteen, p. 8. | | 


'® Fifteenth Clauſe, — The wording of this clauſe 
is obſcure; but if it is intended that a Manager once 
choſen ſhall contiane in office, or be as it were a 
perpetual overſeer, the appointment, with all the buſi- 
neſs attached to it by this Bill, and the looſe inſpec- 
tion to which it ig ſubjected, is till more exceptionable. 
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It is very material alſo further to 
thus 


conſider, what theſe Managers, 
eircumſtanced, are to undertake ? — They 
are from time to time, to provide a 
proper ſtock of hemp, flax, ſilk, thread, 
cotton, wool, iron, leather, or other ma- 


terials; and alſo prepare tools and imple- 
ments for the employment of the poor.“ 


If they neglect to do this, for the ſhort 
ſpace of ten days,” after receiving an 


order for that purpoſe from two Juſtices 
of the Peace,” thoſe -Juſtices may com- 
pel them to provide ſuch materials at their 


own expenſe; and, in default of payment, 
levy the ſame, with coſts, by diſtreſs,” + 


This clauſe, when applied to men ſo 
eircumſtanced, is ſurely highly arbitrary and 
ſevere. I mean not to give offence, and I 


am willing to believe that the Miniſter, in 


the multitude of his important avocations, had 
not leiſure to conſider the nature of this very 


penal proviſion. The natural conſequences 


. Seventeenth Clauſe, p. 9, + Eighteenth Clauſe, p. 10. 
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and venture to pronounce, that the haſty 7 


of ſuch a regulation, thus rigidly enforced, 
will be, that The Manager,“ to avoid 
the penalty, will immediately procure — 


Perhaps at the worſt hand, (for the time 


may not allow him to apply to the beſt) 
any quantity of materials theſe two Juſtices 
of the peace. may think proper to order. Ir 
may, pahiliy, turn out, that the kind of 
employment theſe raw materials are calcu- 
lated for, is not eligible, or cannot be 


adopted with advantage, in that partioular 


Diſtrict or School. May I not g farther, | 


execution - of cheſe haſty orders from 
< Juſtices of the Peace,” who cannot be 
ſuppofet to be beft verſed in manuffctur- 
ing concerns, will very often be e produdtive 
15 much | unrieccſfiry ks oh e 
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. is by vo means my oat of the 
talk impoſed- upon the Manager: he is not 
only to attend to the employment of the 
Poor in the School of Induſtry, but he is 


to furniſh them with employment at their 
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own linge 5 * he is, with the tube 


tion of a Juſtice, to grant what further 
relief may be neceſſary to any of the poor 


within his diſtrict: + he is to take care 


that no poor perſon refuſe to permit his 


children, above five years old, to be ſent. 


to the School of Induſtry: he is to 
ſettle the rate of wages each ſuch child 

is to be allowed :$ he is to ſettle terms 
with. . Overſeers of the Highways, &c. 
for the hire of the poor: | and he is to 
contract for the neceſſary land and build. 


ings. This, and a great deal more, is 


* e e allowed to this gs 


F PR it poſſible, Sir, that a Jute: ſo com- 
plicated, and fo important, can be exe- 
cuted in a proper, effectual, and beneficial 
manner, by ſuch a Manager; under all | 
the diſadvantages of inexperience, attention 
to his own family, and private concerns? 
The frauds. an „ of Over- 


NL 


* Clauſe 7, p. 9. AY Clauſe 19, p. 10. 


1 Clauſe 20, p. 11. 5 Ibid. | Clauſe 24, p. 13. 
** Clauſes 33, 34, P. 19. £ 


ul 


ſeers is the ſubject of general complaint; 
but, inſtead of providing a remedy, the 


door is here ſet ftill wider open, for the 


admiſſion of every ſpecies of abuſe; | 
the artful manager will laugh in his ſleeve 

at all the viſitations of Privy Counſellors, 
deen &. he will eaſily find out 


methods elude all their vigilance; 6 


nay, by eee not eaſily de- . 
tected, to. obtain a ſanction to his miſcon- 
duct, in their probatum eſt. } . CALL 


- Maki = as: all the ne! to th 
bane; worthy, difintereſted men; and ſup. 
poſing that all their ſucceſſors, in all future 
years, will be of the ſame deſcription, ſtill 
I maintain, that it is not in the nature of 
things, that an attempt to eſtabliſh manu- 
factories for the employment of the poor, 
ſhould ever ſucceed, when committed to 
the management of a ſucceſſion of men ſo 
circumſtanced ; allowing them all the bene- 
fit of the adventitious aid provided by the 


preſent Bill. It is equally impoſſible, that 
the execution of ſuch a plan ſhould ever 
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contribute gradually to reduce the ex- 
_ amount of the 8 t r gt 
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N W is 8 N likely. to be. . 
N by the 7 additional eee &c. 
the poor, by 

the, preſent Bill. Hamasity, at the firſt 
glance, is indeed delighted with theſe in- 
dulgences: but, upon a moment's. reflec- 
tion, nunierous circumſtances preſent them- 
ſelves, to diſſipate the gay deluſſon. If 
theſe allowances, as is intended, become 
general; and, at the ſame time, the other 
proviſions. of the Bill are carried into 
effect; it requires not the ſagacity of a 
Nxwred, the penetration of a Locks, nor 
the inſpiration of a Prophet, to pronounce 
nimh the utmoſt certainty, and from the 
fulleſt conviction, that the poor rates — 
heavy as they are at preſent— will be 
nearly, if not altogether doubled. A very 
ferrous conſideration? For to ati” excect- 
ingly numerous and valuable wlafs of our 
fellow Ms who! How gfoan under the 
F979 29 EB 8 j! 9 


* Preamble to the Bill. 


{ſr 17 ly 


ä burden, it would. then become. 
eee infupportble, 


If al poor kk W more than 
two children, are to have a right to de- 
mand theſe weekly allowances : that abuſe 
of the parochial. aid, now ſo prevalent, fo 
loudly, and ſo juſtly complained of, will 
be increaſed in a ten -· fold ratio. Perſons 
who are poor, only becauſe they are de- 
bauched, diſſolute, and extravagant, will claim 
theſe allowances ; z, and it will increaſe, their 
indolence and debauchery, without benefitting 
their families. There are thouſands of mecha- 
nics, and manufacturers, at Birmingham, 
Mancheſter, &c. &c. who e earn from 
one to two or three guineas a week: but 
(without this additional encouragement to 
their indolence and extravagance) they are 
already too generally diſpoſed to neglect 
their work, as ſoon as they have earned 
what they deem ſufficient for their weekly | 
expenditure z the remainder of the week is 
ſpent in idleneſs and diſſipation. Their 
families, in the mean time, are barely ſup- 

| plied 


1 
my 
700 wry” 


"Te. 


# 
£ 
£ 
: 

: 
t 
[ 
: 

i 
1 
2 
: 

f 
: 


| 

4+: 
#) 
tit 
1411 
7 

| 

1 


3 


> Ap 


„ an Ao tw 


—— — 
* 


—— ——— — — 
1220 —— 
—— — - —⅛ 


„ rr 
— 


4 67 Gn 


> . 
— 


— * 1 = od 
2 reer 
2 — oy tv —— N 3 — — 9 24 —— 
—— — 5 — Os —— Att 


r * 
— 


if 
HIST! 
3 44 
11848; 
4; i 
1 
1 * 
A f! 
4 iP x1 
($78 it 
3 
i 4: 
Wt! 
Wit 
i £ 
& S 
1 
Wi: 
Tk 
1 
50 "4h 
$: $44 
$1! 
i $3 


— 
4 
2 
— 


innen 

I 

: T4: 

[ 1 

i 7 Y 

: i 
4 


e 


| 


LD 18 * 
plied with abſolute neceſſaries; and in this 
deplorable train, matters go on from gener- 
ation to generation, not only without 


amendment, but with N . 


and vreteliedndls.” (2+ 1] 


I have OY Sir, a fact to ſtate from 
en documents, that muſt impreſs 


every thinking mind, with want! 1 am 
1 18 to e N 


In the year 1767. the expenditure at | 


Birmingham, for the ſupport of the poor, 


was Eleven T Kkouland One Hundred and 


Thirty Two Pounds Sixteen Shillings and 


Ninepence Halfpenny. Conſiderable as this 
muſt be deemed, there has been a pro- 


greſſive increaſe; and, the laſt year, it 
tory advanced to Twenty Four Thouſand and 
<=- Fifty Pounds Fourteen Shillings and 
Three Halfpence. The total amount of 


this expenditure in ten ſucteſſive years, for 


the town of 1 only, came to 
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._ 0 A printed account publiſhed by the Overſeers, | 
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Ox HuxnpreD Au D Sixry Two TrousAanD: 
Fou HunbRED and EIoHTY Ons PounDs: 
Tunzzk -SHILLINGS AND TworzN E: and 
in this ſhort ſpace, the annual. PE 
was more than doubled. : 


It is time, it will be ſaid, to attempt 
ſome reform. — True. — But is it a time, 
by increaſing the allowances to theſe peo- 
pole, again to double the parochial tax? — 
Is it a time to erect buildings, create 
ſalaries, and incur all the expenſe of pro- | 
viding materials, in order to attempt & | 
doubtful, ſo hazardous an experiment, as 
that of carrying on a manufactory under 
the ac direction of individual managers? 
— The Birmingham. Overſeers, will tell you, 
that the attempt has been made again and 
again, with every real advantage that, can 
be derived from the proviſions of the 
preſent Bill; but — it has never ſucceeded; 
In truth, Sir, the times are too ſerious, 
too critical, and too gloomy, to hazard ſo 
very doubtful an experiment at beſt, at the 
riſk. of exciting is diſcontent, There 
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4 - , 
are many thouſands of honeſt, induſtrious, - 


families in this kingdom, who are greatly 
_ diftreſſed; and can barely make a ſhift to 
ſtruggle with their preſent difficulties. A 
very ſmall addition to their burdens will 


| cauſe the cup of miſery to overflow, and 
plunge them into a ſtate of wretchedneſs, 


that may prove hazardous to the public 


peace. 


Another proviſion in this Bill muſt have 


been ſuggeſted to the Miniſter, by ſome 


gentleman, who would delight to indulge 
his own crude” ſpeculations, however miſ- 
chievous the confequences that would re- 
fult therefrom, If this gentleman Nould 
be inveſted with the power given to Juſ- 
tices and Viſitors, I ſhould like much to 
fee the accounts of his diſtrict, a year or 
two hence. 
1s plauſible; and it is no wonder the right 
honourable gentleman's humanity ſhould 
haſtily catch at an idea, that preſented itſelf 
to n in ſo faſcinating a garb, — Any 


poor 


The Propoſition I allude to 


e - 
ET” 
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[| 1 5 


3 who thinks he ſhall be enabled 
ws to maintain his family, without 
further parochial relief, may have a ſum 
of money advanced to him for the pur- 
chaſe of a Cow, or other animal TY. 
profit. 5 


Now, Sir, if only twenty poor perſons 
in a whole pariſh obtain this aſſiſtance, 
upwards of Two Hundred Pounds will be 
thus expended in the firſt inſtance. If a 
hundred ' poor perſons (which in many 
pariſhes would be a very moderate com- 
putation) are thus relieved, more” than a 
Thouſand Pounds muſt be immediately 
adyanced, for the parochial expenditure in this 
one article only. Every cottager will think 
he has a peculiar claim to this indulgence 
and, if incloſures continue, where will there 
be found paſture enough far all theſe 
animals? If ſuch ſums were to he Avas. 
ced, to poor perſons having four children 
for inſtance, out of their weekly allowance, 

8 „„ it 


1 
. 


* Third Clauſe, p, 2. 


1 

it would - be between two and thies: years 
before the account would be balanced; and 
ſuppoſe in the mean time any particular 
diſtreſs ſhould take place in ſuch families, 
either all relief muſt be refuſed, on ac- 
count of the large ſum they ſtand indebted 
to the pariſh, or the parochial expenditure, | 
where many. ſuch inſtances occur, (which 


will certainly be the caſe) muſt be enor- 
. e 0 


F urther ; the Cow thus purchaſed by 


a poor perſon, may die, or become uſeleſs; 
is then a ſecond ſum of money to be 
advanced for the purchaſe of another? and 
are pariſhes to be ſaddled with this im- 
menſe additional diſburſement ad infinitum ? 
It would be a curious . ſpeculation, what 
proportion of the cows thus given to the 
poor, would remain in their poſſeſſion three 
months afterwards ? If the ſubject were 
not too ſerious, I would wager, not one 
in twenty, Beſides, either this aid muſt 
vo; given to all poor perſons in the ſame 
YT EE Pre- 


11 


predicament, or there muſt be partial and 
unjuſt preferences; and, what a wide field 
does all this open for n and abuſe | 4 


There is yet another very . 
objection to the preſent plan. And that is, 
the immenſe expenſe that muſt be inevitably 
incurred, before the wheels of this cumbrous 
machine can be ſet in motion. The king- 
dom is to be divided into diftrits; * land 
is to be purchaſed ; + warehouſes, workhouſes 
for preparing the raw materials, and Schools 
of Induſtry, are to be erefted in every 
diſtrict; Þ furniture, machines, working 
tools, hemp, flax, filk, thread, cotton, wool, 
iron, leather, '&c. are to be provided; $ 
ſalaries to be paid to the warehouſe. 
"keepers, and wages to proper and ſkilful 
workmen and ſervants, for preparing theſe 
materials, in order to their being' put into 
the hands of che poor, for the purpoſe of 
D 2 | "Deng 


* Tenth Ong. p. 8. 4 Ten ninth 8 p. 16. 


: W Clauſe, p. 8. 5 Twenty- irh Clauſe, 
P- 14. and Seventeenth Clauſe, p. 9. 
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being manufactured.” If the woollen 
manufactory is attempted; fulling mills muſt 
be erected. Theſe, with the tenters, looms, 
jennies, warping mills, carding machines, 
&cc. &c. will coſt an immenſe ſum for 
each Diſtrict Houſe: and, without the 
ſmalleſt inclination to exaggerate, I am 
convinced, that whatever manufacture is 
attempted, theſe preparatory expenſes, in 
cluding the raw materials, buildings, &c. 


vill require, for the nation at large, an 


immediate advance of ſeveral millions. 


If I. have ſucceeded in my attempt to 
prove, that after all, the probability of 
ſucceſs from this plan for eſtabliſhing pa- 
rochial manufactories is leſs than doubt- 
ful; it follows, as an undeniable conſe- 
quence, that the preſent ſcheme ought never 
to be adopted, But more particularly 
objectionable muſt the attempt be at the 
preſent period; for, its failure muſt inevit- 
ably produce conſequences, that every friend 
to his Country, and, I will add, every man 
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L 25 J 
of Humanity too, cannot contemplate, even 
in idea, without horror and diſmay. 


There are ſundry enacting clauſes in 
the Bill, by which Hovses or Ixpusre r, 
eſtabliſned by ſpecial Acts of Parliament, 
are . ſubject to all its proviſions.“ 

I hope, 

® Clauſes 49, 52» 53, 54» 56» p. 24, 25, 26.— 

The following are ene” from theſe Clauſes: os | 


2 


« It ſhall be ineful for "the 8 or N 


appointed to the management of the poor, or of any 


Houſe of Induſtry, &c. incorporated by any Act or 
Acts of Parliament, by whatſoever name or names ſuch 
perſons ſhall be diſtingyiſhed, to eſtabliſn a School or 
Schools of Induſtry under this Act, and to purſue the 
regulations herein contained for the management ae: the 
eur therein,” 4 
$6 No town, &c. incorporated by any Act or Acts 
of Parliament, nor any pariſh or pariſhes where any 
Houſe of Induſtry, Workhouſe, or other Houſe, for 
the keeping, maintaining, or employing the poor, ſhall 
Have been, eſtabliſhed under the authority of any Ac 
of Parliament ſpecially paſſed for the purpoſe, ſhall be 
required to build, purchaſe, or hire, any School or 
| | |  Schoal 


1 
I hope, Sir, I ſhall be able to make it appear, 
that the enforcement of theſe clauſes, would 
not only be highly unjuſt, but equally im- 
politic. There are now in this kingdom many 
eſtabliſhments of this kind, and the pariſhes 
by whom they have been adopted, have 
expended, ſome of them ſix, ſome of them 
ten thouſand pounds, and others till larger 
ſums, upon the faith of Parliament, pledged 
to them in thoſe ſpecial Acts. I contend 
that the regulations they have adopted, 
"ee | are 


Schools of Induſtry, in any caſe where a ſchool for 
the inſtruftion and employment of the poor ſhall form 
a part of ſuch Eftabliſhment. Provided, that from and 
after the paſſing of this Act, no Contract or Agree- 
ment for the Maintenance or Support of the Poor, or 
for taking the benefit of the work, labour, or ſervice of 
the poor kept therein, ſhall be made or executed, or ſhall 
| be valid or effefiual, Provided alſo, that every Houſe 
F Induſtry, c. ſhall within any Diftri# or Diſtricts of 
a County, for avkich V. iftors are appointed, be ſubje@ to 
Viſitation and SUPERINTENDANCE, iz all matters and 
things in avhich any juriſdiction is hereby given to any 
perſon or perſons whatever, as fully and effefually as if 
fack Houſe of Induſtry, &c. had been eftabliſhed under this 
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are fur better calculated to produce the 


effect of introducing Induftry among the 
Poor, and thereby . gradually reducing the 


exceſſive amount of the poor rates.“ And 


I contend further, that experience has in 
many inſtances demonſtrated the expediency, 
practicability, and advantage, of the dif- 
ferent plan thev have adopted. The poor 
rates have a5 been reduced; habits of 
induſtry, ſobriety, and good morals, have 
been introduced among the poor; and the 
pleaſing proſpect opened e is con- 
1 n 


I peak on this father from my own. 
obſervation and experience.” TI am now, 
for the ſecond time, in the Direction of | 
one of theſe Eſtabliſhments, I have ſeen” 

children, trained up in this ſeminary, become 
uſeful members of the community, happy 
in themſelves, and no longer burdenſome 
to the public. I could, at this hour, en- 
tertain Mr, Pirr with the pleaſing ſpe&- 
acle of F wo > Hundred Children and Youth; 
: well 
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well fed, clothed, and taught ; the young - 


ones attending the ſchools eftabliſhed in the 
Houſe; thoſe of five years old and up- 


wards, buſy at the wheel, the jenny, and 


the loom : all of them early inured to 
habits of cleanlineſs, decency,. and virtue, 


and happily preſerved from the miſery 
and contagion of vice: I know that if this 
_ eſtabliſhment had not taken place, theſe 


very children would have been ſtrolling 
and begging in our ſtreets, covered with 
filth and rags, without education or in- 
ſtruction, unleſs it were inſtruction in the 
arts of pilfering, and education in the 


habits of debauchery, 1 could ſhew him 


the proſtitute, ſnatched from the paths of 
infamy, and reſcued from the fangs of 
diſeaſe, labouring diligently for her ſup- 
port. He might viſit our various depart- 
ments, and ſee the healthy all uſefully 
employed; the fick, the aged, and the in- 
firm, carefully attended to by nurſes ap- 


* pointed for the purpoſe, and provided with 


every neceflary comfort and accommodation. 


1 have 


1 25 1 


1 have had the pleaſure of laying be- 


fore many benevolent enquirers and diftin- 
guiſhed characters, the whole detail of our 


management. It has been ſubmitted to the 
ſtrict ſcrutiny of men, not more eminent 
for their diſcernment, than diftinguiſhed 


for their exalted | philanthropy. I have 


been gratified by their warm approbation, 
and endeavoured to profit by their ſag- 


geſtions. Above all, I have been ſupremely 


delighted to behold, as they contemplated 
our various clafſes, and particularly our 
little labourers, the tear of ' generous ſenſi- 
bility trickling down their cheeks, and 
their animated countenances ſtrongly marked 


with the nobleſt emotions that can take 


place in the human heart. 


| And now, Sir, let me be permitted to 
aſk, Are ſuch Eſtabliſhments, after all the 
_ Expenſe that has been incurred, after all 
the good that has. been produced, when 
the greateſt difficulties have been ſurmount- 
ed, ane the. faireſt 3 were opening 
E before 
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before them, to be at one ſtroke over- 
turned, in order to make way for ſo 
hazardous an experiment? Is the conduct 
of theſe eſtabliſhments, and of that em- 
ployment for the poor which conſtitutes 
their moſt ſtriking feature, to be ſubjected 


to the arbitrary mandates of two Juſtices 
of the Peace, or the ſuperintendance and 
controul of viſiting Privy Counſellors, Com- 


miſſioners of the Land Tax, &c. &c ? — 
It will perhaps be replied, No. The Bill 
only converts Houſes. of Induſtry into Schools 
of Induſtry; and under the latter denomi- 


nation they may be continued. But how 
are they to be continued? That mode of 


culture under which they inns. flouriſhed, 


and borne ſuch precious fruit, is to be 
wholly ſet aſide; and another to be adopt- 
ed, that in one year — I had almoſt faid, 
one ſhort month — will compleatly undo, 
with reſpect to their preſent occupiers, all 
that has been effected. Can it require any 
laboured argument to prove, that the con- 
duct of ſuch Eſtabliſhments, veſted. in a 
permanent 


* 


| E 
permanent Board of Directors,“ is in much 
better hands than the Schools of Induſtry 
will be, each under the care of a Mana- 
ger? The qualification of the Directors 
renders them reſpectable: their number ſe- 
cures proper deliberation, and enables them 
to act with the advantage of combined 
judgment; and their duty, in conſequence 
of the regulations that have been eſtab- 
liſhed, is neither burdenſome nor diſguſting. 


In the Schools of Induſtry, to be 
erected under the authority of the preſent 
Bill, no proviſion is made for the recep- 
tion, accommodation, and ſupport of the 
aged, the infirm, thoſe natural children 
that are thrown upon the pariſh from 
their birth, nor of thoſe who from the 

E 2 e "ea 


The Board is thus conftituted : - There are 
twelve Directors; they act for three years, and four 
go out by rotation every year; ſo that two thirds of 
the Body are always experienced in the Duties of 
their Office. I term it therefore a permanent Board. 


They are ſubje& to a penalty for non-attendance at 
the Weekly Boards. 
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death of their parents, or other circum- 
ſtances, it is neceſſary the pariſh ſhould 
altogether provide for. In the Houſes of 
Induſtry, all theſe circumſtances have been 
duly attended to. : . 

1 am well aware of an objection that 
has been made upon this ground to 
Houſes of Induftry. I know that it has 
made a ſerious. impreſſion upon many hu- 
mane and benevolent minds, and produced 
ſtrong prejudices againſt theſe Eſtabliſh- 
14 ments. It has been ſaid, that the Di- 
i il | rectors of Houſes of Induftry, under the 
10 authority veſted in them by the ſpecial 
Acts of Parliament they have obtained, 
wel are empowered to refuſe relief to thoſe 
10 poor who will not quit their own dwel- 
lings, and come to reſide altogether in 
theſe Houſes: And that it is extremely 
cruel, thus to deprive them of all the 
| comforts, enjoyments, and pleaſures of do- 


meſtic life, 


__ ERIE DDr 


Ps 
* ele ELIT 


. — > a 


* £71 
2 
4 


— 


r < > gu — * — yo 3 A 
49'S, = r rere 
al 5" 3 8 
0 — — 0 - ——— 3 


— 


— — — 


A 


— 


— — 
Ne 


er 


* 
© x. oy Is 


* 


1 


* — 
rn 


=} 


* 
r * Pe 
— 1 * . 
— 
— 


A” RY 4 
n 


— 
—— 
= 


r 


(i 95] 
Sir, I embrace with all my Soul the 
concluſion here ſtated; but I deny the Pre- 
miſes from which it is deduced. The 
Magiſtrate has ſtill a power to order re- 
lief to the poor in their own houſes; the 
Directors — I ſpeak for thoſe at the Shrewſ- 
bury Houſe in particular, (and I have no 
reaſon to believe that the caſe is different 
in others) — have always been in the habit 
and practice of granting this relief, We 
have indeed endeavoured to guard to the 
utmoſt of our power againſt thoſe frauds 
and impoſitions, which have very much 
ſwelled the parochial expenditure for the 
ſupport of the poor; but, Sir, the natural 
operation of the regulations we have 
eſtabliſned, and the powerful check given 
to fraud and impoſition, has put it in 
our power to furniſh more liberal relief 
to the poor in their own dwellings, in 
caſes of real neceſſity and diſtreſs; and 
we have actually granted them this relief. 
We have at this very time upon our 
books, paupers diſabled by accidents, or 
| | whoſe 


& 


6 1 1 


whoſe famili es are viſited with | Beknels, 
that receive a much larger weekly allow- 
ance than could or would have been af- 
forded to them, before this eſtabliſhment 
took place,* 
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We conſider the Houſe of Wine as 
a receptacle, or ftated abode, only for the 
16 infirm who are altogether diſabled, thoſe 
104 0 children before mentioned, and thoſe alſo 
e for whom their parents are unable to pro- 
i vide. Theſe latter are taken into the 
(#11 6188 Houſe, where they are clothed, fed, and 
"AR taught. Their parents viſit them, and they MW 
MN vifit their parents. When they are put 
2 out apprentices, the parents are always 
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1 * The 11th Bye-Law of the Shrewſbury Houſe 

- ſtates, That no aveefly pay be allowed to the Out- 
| | | poor, except in the caſes there mentioned. The word 
1 | weekly is printed in italics, to expreſs the real object 
Wh! - of this regulation; which was to diſtinguiſh c 

14 from occafional relief. The Bye Law has been ſince 
amended; and does not (as indeed it never did) pre- 
clude weekly allowances or pay, ſo long as the parties 
are deemed proper objects for it, 
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e and when they object to the 
party, no contract takes place, Their 
abode 1 in the Houſe, therefore, is no greater 


24 ſeparation than takes place when children 


are ſent to reſide at ſchool, Happy, indeed, 
is the ſeparation, for the children of pro- 
fligate parents. It is likewiſe an occaſional 
reſidence for thoſe poor ſingle perſons who 
cannot procure employ, or who are under 
a temporary diſability, from fickneſs or 
otherwiſe, to earn their own ſupport. To 
all thats. it is a moſt comfortable aſylum, 
and they are all at liberty to depart, with 
all their property, when they find them- 


ſelves in a fituation to - provide for their 
own maintenance. 


It might be deemed invidious to en- 
ter more at large into a compariſon of the 
two Plans; that already adopted by Houſes 
of Induſtry, and that now propoſed for 
the eſtabliſhment of Schools. Let the can- 
did and . impartial, diſmiſſing all unjuſt 
prejudice and prepoſſeſſion, determine whe- 
12 Tap 55 ther 
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ther of the two is the beſt calculated to 
guard againſt fraud, abuſe, and extravagant 


expenditure; to introduce with the leaſt 
difficulty, that reform and induſtry among 


the poor, which is the leading and im- 
portant object of both; and to effect a 
reduction of the poor rates. 


But, however opinions may differ in 
this reſpect, it is with confidence expected 
from the wiſdom, and from the honour of 
Parliament, that if the preſent Bill, notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſerious objections whieh have 
been. ftated thereto, muſt paſs into a law, 
eſtabliſhed Houſes of Induſtry may at leaſt 
be exempted from its operation: and that 
both experiments may be fairly tried, until 
experience ſhall with certainty decide, which 


1s moſt practicable and expedient. 


„ ane in n i i n & ib 


high time ſome effort ſhould be made 


to introduce Induſtry among the Poor, 


and FO their Reform: that plauſible 
: objections 


0 4 


4 
. 
AK 
1 * 
2 2 
2 
v2 +4 
: FL 
= 4 
s 93 2 
z 
"4 F 
| Wea 
11 
— 
99 Cop 
n 7 
5 * 
. * 
s [ 
* wo 
439 2 
* 
. 35% ES 
* 
5 
2 7 
2 250 
5 \ 
#3 to 
Lay 
2. 
. 
. 4 
Fi 
£ < 
3 
. 9 
„ 
* x 3 
As.” 
"3 
300 
187 * * 
1 5 1 
85 7 
ET. 
*® 
0 
"40 
—__ 92 
. 


[81] 


: plauſible objections may be ated A 
every propoſition that could be brought 
forward for that purpoſe; and that it is 
impoſſible to engage in the attempt with- 
out encountering ſome difficulties, and 
2 ſome expenſe; jy 


But, Sir, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
will it not be wiſe, as far as poſſible, to 
diminiſi thoſe difficulties, and that riſk ? — 
Were a general Bill paſſed, empowering 
pariſhes, whenever they ſhall think it ex- 
pedient, to incorporate themſelves for the 
Purpoſe of eſtabliſhing Houſes of Induſtry, 
under the government and management of 
what I have called permanent Boards, veſting 
in thoſe Boards the neceſſary powers, under 
ſuch well-confidered reſtrictions as the viſ- 
dom of Parliament ſhall think meet, (but 
not under the ſuperintendance and controul 
of Juſtices or Privy Counſellors) and 
guarding at the ſame time, by poſitive re- 
ſtrictions, againſt any abuſe of that power 
to the oppreſſion of the poor; it is hum- 
F | bly 


0 

[ 06 | 

10 

i 

lj 1 52 3 

11150 bly conceived that all will be done by the 
1610 Legiſlature, that they can to any Fo 
1 purpoſe attempt.“ 

11 dir, the terrible idea that ſuch Boards would 
WIR abuſe their power, is a phantom that has 
110 been conjured up by men of heated ima- 
10 ginations, and exiſts nowhere but in their 
11 diſturbed and buſy fancies. Is it probable 
1% that twelve or twenty men of the reſpect- 
Wil able qualifications required, ſhould combine 
I. to oppreſs the Poor? Is not power as 
HF ſafely at leaſt lodged in their hands, as in 
10% tze hands of any one or two Magiſtrates, 
i} 115 or of any Manager of a School of In- 
1 duftry ?” and may not a wiſe and equitable 
„ outline be drawn for their guidance and 
[HIM direction? 

WI Were 
in | ; j *The general Act of 23d Geo. III. contains 
11 | i clauſes reſpecting a general aſſeſſment for pariſhes ſo 
1 Wl 0 united, and the annual election and office of guar- 
. dian, &c. that render it uſeleſs for the purpoſe in- 
WM: q tended. 6 
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Were ſome ſuch propoſition as hs 
above adopted, pariſhes would then, as 
they found the burden of parochial taxes 
becoming intolerable, voluntarily adopt that 
mode of introducing employment for the 
poor, which, from their knowledge of lo- 
cal circumſtances, they found to be the 
moſt eligible, They would then engage 
in the attempt with a hearty good will; 
and this moſt deſirable alteration in the 
ate and government of the poor, would 
gradually take place. It is ſuch free and 
voluntary exertions, and ſuch a mode of 
proceeding only, that can furniſh the leaſt 
chance of ſucceſs, 


I have thus, Sir, freely, but I hope 
with proper decency and reſpect, taken the 
liberty to lay before you and the public, 
thoſe obſervations that have occurred to 
me, after ſerious attention to this very 
important ſubject. I neither wiſh, nor ex- 
pect, that they ſhould receive any further 
conſideration or regard, than they may 
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